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leave to set out with one laden canoe. When Saint-Pierre found that Frangois had gone, he claimed damages for the intrusion on his monopoly and secured an order to pursue Frangois and bring him back. He caught him at Michilimacki-nac. The meeting between the two men at that place involved explanations. Face to face with an injured man, Saint-Pierre admitted that he had been in the wrong, paid to Frangois many compliments, and regretted that he had not joined hands with the brothers.
The mischief done was, however, irreparable. Frangois, crippled by opposition, could not carry on his trade with success and in the end he returned to Montreal a ruined man overwhelmed with debt. He wrote to the French court a noble appeal for relief:
I remain without friends and without patrimony ... a simple ensign of the second grade; my elder brother has only the same rank as myself; my younger brother is only a junior cadet. This is the result of all that my father, my brothers and my self have done. . . . There are in the hands of your Lordship resources of compensation and of consolation. I venture to appeal to you for relief. To find ourselves excluded from the West would mean to be cruelly robbed of our heritage, to realize for ourselves all that is bitter and to see others secure all that is sweet.